





pentle 
nd for 
ptory 





Nuwe. CXYX.: 





fpeedy 
revege 
there, 


ville; 


n, and 


th Mme, - , 
heccen $ the greateft part of Mankind are more order to reétifie. the’ Miftake of thofe who. meafare 
affe&ted by things which firike the Senfes, Merit by Noife anépoutward Appearance, and are: 
we than-by Excellencies that areto bedifcerned too apt to depreciate and ridicule Me Thou 
. ° by Reafon and Thought; they form very and Retirement. The Railiery and’ Repronches ° 
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erroneous Judgments, when they compare she one 
withthe other. An eminent Inftance of this is, that 
volgar Notion, that Men addiéted to Contemplation: 
are lefs ufeful Members of Society, than thofe of a 
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‘which are thrown on that Species by thofe who a- 


bound in the Animal Life, wou’d incline oné to ' 


think the World not fufficienly conviiced, ‘that 


whatfoever is food or excellent proceeds from Rea- 


different courfe of Life. The bufinefs therefore of fon and Reflection, 
vety ff my prefent Paper thail be, to compare the diftin® | Even thofe who onlytegard: Truth as fuch, with- 
Folio, B Merits, of the Speculative and the A@ive Pars of Curgom er ee men Thog hts, or applying them 
- Ag | Mankind, ° ; ae to Pragtice, will feem worthy, Members of the 
Hands, The Advantages arifing from thé.Labours of Ge- Commonwealth, if we compare the Innocence and 
ttobe Bf nerals and icians@pe confined to narrow. Tra&s Tranquility with which they. pafs their Lives, with 
big ofthe Ea pd while they promote the Intereft of the Fragd and Impertinence of other Men. Bat the 
Ie Ong their ownmpunny hey leffen or obftru&.that of number of thofe, who by abftraéted Thoughts be- 
8 Dee other Nat hergas ight and Knowledge come ufelefs, is. inconfiderable, in refpe@ of them 
, ry that fpriag from Speculation ‘are not limited so any whe are hurtfulto Mankind by-@h adtiverand reftlefs 
. firiyle Spot, but diffafed to the Benefit,of the “Difpofition. 4 e ane 
time whole Globe. Be for the moft part, the Re- “he in the diftribution of other things, fo in this 
ea nown only of M tion isscanfmittedtodiftant the Wifdom of Providemee appears, that Men‘ ad- 
ting. Pofterity, their great Exploits either dying with di&ed to intelieGual Purfuits, bear a finall propor- 
nin, themfelves, or foon after them; ywhereas Speculative tion to thofe who rejoice in exerting the Force and 
Mr, Men continue to deferve well of the World thou-. Adiivity of their Cgrporeal Organs; f@r Operations~ 
‘i 9 fands of Years after theyshave left ic. Their,Merits of the latter fort are limited «© a narrow extent of 
siin are pro withtheifr ame, which is ductathem, Time and Place, whereas thofe of the Mind are Per- 
Cle but a freemrift to thofe whofe Beneficence pas nat manent and Upiverfal, Plate and Byclid enjoy a 
hg outlived sheir Perfons. ©: jada fort of Immortality upon Earth, #ind at this Day read 
The Wah nefit do we receive from the cpr Le@ures to the World, | 
on- Deeds of Cefar or Alexander, that we thou’ad make But, if to inform the Underftanging, atid regulate: 
them the conftant. Themes of our Praife? while the the Will, is the moit lafting and diffufive Benefic, 
of Name of Pysbagoras is more {paringly a there willmot be found fo -ufeful and excellent an 
“ tho’ it be to him that we are indebted for our Trad&. lnftitutioggis that of the Chriftian Priefthood, ‘which 
id and Riches. This may feem ftrange técq vulgie is now become the Scorp cols, Tha #nume- 
au Reader, but the following Refle@tion will make it rous Order of Mep e, confecrated to te 
ae plaid? That Philofopher invented the Forty feventh Study of the nioft fublime and beneficial Truth’, 
ed Propofition of the firlt Book of Exclid, which is the with a defign to propagate the by their Difcourtes 
be Foundation of Trigonometry, and confequently of and Writings, to inform their Fellaw-Creatifres of 
y Navigatign, upon which the Commerce of Great the Being and Attributes of the Deity, to poffefs 
> Brigain depends. their Minds With the Senfe of a fature State, and 
- _The Mathematics are fo ufeful and ornamen- not only to explain the Natare of every Virt 













Temple wiedyes, in fome part of his t 
all thofe Adv es which dilting 
ons from Barbarians to be derived frém- 
‘as thefe Sciences cultivate the exterior Pa fe, 

‘there ore others of a more excellent Nature Mat in- ° 
due the Heart with Rudiments of Virtue, and by 


tal to fs Life, that the Ingenious Sir WVilham 
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@ tothe Well-being of the World, that no body but 2 





Moral Duty, but likewife to perfuade Mab 
the PraGtice of them by the moft powerful and en- 
aging Motives, is‘a thing fo excellent and neceffary 


Modern Free-thinker cou'd have the Foréhead aor 
Folly to turn it into Ridicule, 
The Light in which thefe Points (hou’d beexpofed 


opening our Profpeéts, and awakeniggiur Hopes, im to ‘the View of one who is prejudiced againft the 
produce generous Emotions and fubli simen gee Nemes, Keligion, ch, Prieft, and the like, is, to 





in the Soul. ? 

The Divine Sages of Antiquity, who By tranf- 
mitting down to us their Speculations upon. Good 
and Evil, apon Providence, and the Dignity and Du- 
ration of Thinking Beings, have'imprinted an Idea of 
Moral Excellence on the Mindgtof Men, are moft 
eminent Benefaétors to Human Nature; and, how- 
ever overlooked in the loud and thoughtlefs Ap- 
plaufes that are every Day beftowed on the Slaugh- 
terers and Difturbers of Mankind, yet they will 
never want theEfteem and Approbation of the Wife 
and Virtaous. ° 7 3 

This Apology in behalf of the Speculative part of 
Mankiad, who make ufeful Truth the end of their 
Being, and its Acquifition the BufinefS as well as 


Entertainment of theirLives, feems not improper, in 
(Price Two Pence.) , 


contider the Clergy'as fo many Philofophers, thé 
Churches as Schools, and:their Sohensis as Lectures 
for’the Information. and Improvement of the Audi- 
ence. How would the Heart of Sucrates or Tully 
have rejoiced, had they lived ina Nation, where the 
Law had made Provifion for Philofophers, to read 
Leétures of Morality and. Theology every feventh 
Day, in feveral thoufands of Schools ereéted at the 
Publick Charge throughout the whole Country, at 
which Leétures ali Ranks and Sexes without Diftin- 
Gion were obliged to be prefent for their general 
Improvement? And what wicked Wretches would 
they thick thofe Men, who fhould endeavour to de- 

feat the purpofe of fo Divine an {nftitution ? 
It is indeed ufual with that low Titbe of Writers, 
to pretend their Defignis only toreform the Church, 
and 

















































tnd éxpofethe Vices and tiot the (Irder of the Clergy. 
The Author of a Pamphlet Printed the other pe 
(which without my mentioning the Title, will owth 

occafiem ocgatto fhe Mg of thofe who Rave 
read it) hopes to infinuate, “by that Artifice, what 
he is atrajd or afhamed geenly t6 maintain. But 
there are two Points which clearly (ew what it is 





he aims at. The firft is, .ttiat he conftautly ufes® 


the Word Prieft in fach a Matingr, as that his 
Reader cannot but obferve he megné to throw an 
Odiumon the Clergy of the Charch of England, 
from their being called by a Name which they en- 
joy in common with Heathens and Impoftors. The 
other is, his raking together and exaggerating, with 
great Spleen and Induftry, all thofe A@ions of 
Church- Men, which,either by their own Iilnefs or the 
igttin which be Plétes themi}*tend to give Men 
anil] [mpre f the Difpentérs of the Gofpel: All 
which he pathetically addreffes to the Confideration 
of bis wife and honeft Country Meti of the Laiety. 
1¢ Sophiftry and I!!-breeding of thefe Proceedings 


are fo obvious to Men who have any Pretence to - 


to that Charaéter, that I need fay no more either of 

them or their Author, “We? 
The Inhabitants Of the Earth may properly be 
ranged under the two general Heads of fi eg 
@ 


~and Mechanics. This Diftin@ion arifes from 


different Occupations wherein they exes. themfelves. 
Lhe. former of thefe Species is nuiverfally acknow- 
1édged to be more honourable than the other, who 
are locked uponasa bafe and interior Order of Men. 
But EF the Worlds hye right in this natural Judg- 


Iris aclear fectled Poipt, that the Gentleman fhould 
bepreferred to the Vecharlic. But who is the Gen- 
tleiman, and who the Mechanic, wants to be ex- 
plained. wim ow 

The Philofophers diftinguith two Parts in Hu- 
man. Nature; the Rational and the Animal. Now 
if we attend 10 the Reafon of the thing, we thall 
find it difficult to gfizn a more jufttand adequate 
Idea of thefe diftia Species, than by defining the 
Sihasleman to be him whofe Occupation lies in 

e Exertion of his rational Faculties, and the Me- 
chani¢ him who is employed in the Ufeof his Ani- 
mal Parts, or the organic |’arts of his Baar. 

The gogcurring Affent of the World} in prefer- 
ing Gentlemen to Mechanics, feems founded in 
that Preference which thé Rational Part of our Na- 
ture is intitled to agpve the Animal: When we 
confider it in its felf, as it is the Seat of Wifdom 
and Underitanding, as it is pure and immortal, 


i as‘it is that, which, of allthe known Works of 
ion, bears the brighteft Imprefs of the Diety. 
> aiins the fame Dignity and Preéheminence, if 


wt gon(ider it with refpe@ to its Obje@. Mecha- 
nical Motives or Operations are confined to a nar- 


Reafon inquires concerning the Nature of intelle- 
éual Beings, the great Author of our Exiftence, 
its End, and the proper Methods of attaining it. Or, 
in cafe that noble Faculty fubmit it felf to nearer 
Objeas, it is not like the organic Powers confined 
toa flowandpainful mapner ©§ Action, but thifts 
the Scenes, and applies, ft felf to the moft diftant 


row Circle of low and little Things. Whereas « of ie be found, we afcribee 


- Obje@s with incredible Eafe and Difpatch. Nether 


are the Operations of the Mind, like thofe of the 
Hands, limited to one individual Objeét, but at once 
extended to 2 whole Species. 

And as we have fhewn the intelle&ual Powers 
to be nobler than thofe of Motien, both in their 
own Nature and ia regard to their Obje@, the 
fame will fill hold if we confider their Office. Ie 
is the Province of the former to prefide and@ireé, 
of the later to execute and obey. Thote who 
apply their Hands to the Materials, appear the im- 
mediate Builders of an Edifice, but the Beauty and 


Proportion of it is owing to the Archite& who de; 
figned the Plan in-his Clofet; And in like manner; 
whatever there is either in Art or Nature, of Ufe 
Bee oat wil] be found to proceed from the 

ior Prineiple of Reafoa and Underftanding, 
Thefe Refeigions, how obvious foever, do never- 
thelefs feémi*nor fufficiently “ines to by thofe 





who, bem at great Pains to ififfove the Figure 
and Motions of the Body, negle& the Culture of 
the Mind. 

From the Premifes it follows, that a Man may 
defcend from an ancient Family, wear fine Cloathg; 
and be Matter of what is commonly called go 
Breeding, and yet not merit the Name of Gentle. 
man, Ail thofe, whofe principal Accomplifhments 
confift in the Exertion of the Mechanic Powers, 
whether the Organ made ufe of be the Eye, the 
Mulfcles of the lace, the Fingers, Feet, or any o- 


ther Part, are in the Eye of Reafon to be eftcemed. 


Mechanics. , 

1 do therefore, by thefe Prefents, declare, that 
all Men and Women, by what Title foevar' diftin- 
guifhed, whofe Occupation it is either to ogle with 
the Eye, flirt with the Fan, drefs, — adjuf 
the Matcles of the Face, or other Pasts of the Body, 
are degraded from the Rank of Geatry;. which is 
from this time forward appropriated to thofe ‘who 
imploy thé Talents: 6f-the Mind ia the. Parfuit of 
Knowledge and Pradtice of Mirtue; are con- 
tent to take their Seer as they are diftitigmithed by 
moral and intelle@ual Accompljfhments. ... 

The reft of the H Species come ender the 






ment, itis not geaerally fo'in the Diftribution of par- . Appellation of Mechanics, with this differenge, that 


ticular Perfons uadertheirrefpetive Denominations, ~ 


the profefled Mechanics who, not pretending to be 
Gentlemen, contain themfelv ithin their prop 

Sphere, are neceffary to the ing of Mankind, 
and confequently thould be more refpefted in a well: 





regulated Commonwealth, than thofe Mechanics 


who make a Merit of being ufelefs, 

Having hjtherto confidered the Human Species as 
diftinguifhed into Gentle and Mechanics, [ 
come now to treat of the Machines, a SOt of Be- 


ings that have theOutfide or Appearance of Men, ° 


withoa@Being really fach. The Free-Tdizlters have 
often declared to the World, that they are not 
aétuated by any incorporeal Being or Spirit, 
bat that all. the Operations they exert proceed 
from the Collifion of certain Corpufcles, en- 
daed with proper Figures and Motions., It is now 
a confiderable time that [ have been their Prof¢lite 
in this Point. Lam even fofarconvinced, thatthey 
are in the right, that I fhall attempt proving it to 
others. 

The Mind being itfelfinvifible, there is 0 other 
way to difcetn its Exiftence, thau_by the Effeas 
which it produceth. Where Defign, Order and Syin- 
metry are vilible in the Effess we canciade the 
Caufe to be an intelligent Being; but whére nothing 
Effe@ to Ha. 
zatdy flity, or the like.» Now Lappeal to any 
one WHO is converfant in the Modern Prodeions: 
of our Free-thinkers, if they do not leok sather like 
Effe&s of Chance, or at beft of Mechanifin, thanof 
a Thinking Principle, and confequently whether the 
Authors ofthofe Rhapfodies are not meer Machines. 

The fame Pointis likewifeevident from their own 
Affertion, it being plain that no, one could miftake 
Thought for Motion, who knew what Fhought 
was. For thefe Reafons | co hereby give ‘it in chagge 
to all Chriftians, that hereafter they dpeak of Free- 
thinkers in the Neuter Gender, ufing the Term # for 
him, They are to be contidered as Aysomata, made 
up of Bones and Mufcles, Nerves, Arteries and A- 


nimal Spirits ; not fo- innocent indeed, / bat .as-defti- . 


tute of Thought and Reafon, as.thofe Jittke Machines 
which the excellent Author from wkem J take che 
Motto of this Paper has fo elegantly deforibed. 
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